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CHAPTER THREE

THE EMERGING SPHERES OF RESONANCE:
“CLANDESTINELY GENUINE” FOOD
NETWORKS AND THE CHALLENGES

OF GOVERNING SUSTAINABILITY IN ITALY

ALEXANDER KOENSLER

The Power of Standardization

When K. arrives at the village, he stops at the old bridge. He then looks up
to where “the castle” should be, but perceives only an apparent emptiness,
darkness. He is overcome with the feeling that he is somehow lost. With
reference to the apparent emptiness of power, Franz Kafka (2009) thus
begins his book The Castle. The story remains, throughout the book, one
of a search to penetrate into the unreachable, fugitive, abstract emptiness
of a power-governance conundrum that remains cver present. Such
glimmers of how power is experienced in the wake of the Habsburgerian
bureaucracy by Kafka might also serve as a metaphor for the theme of
how policy regulations, including those for sustainable food and
agriculture, are experienced by many independent small-scale farmers.
The evolution of food governance is increasingly characterized by a
proliferation of apparently objective procedures of evaluation, standardization
and certification, including those who demonstrate sustainable ways of
production. K’s experiences of alienated, depersonalized power bring us
into the heart of a debate over food sovereignty and the right to certify.
Despite the growing sophistication of regulations for sustainable food and
agriculture, the sense of lost control over the quality of food products has
become a powerful symbol of the alienating aspects of globalisation.

This chapter aims to contribute to a more detailed understanding of
these dynamics through a cose study of a novel form of political
mobilizatdon in o rural context, Based on ongoing ethnographic fieldwork
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in Umbria, Central Ttaly', T started to document the rapid mwoéﬁ_ of the
movement “Genuinely Clandestine” (GC) out of a range o.ﬁ m:m_@ﬂ.mom_ ?mm
existing consumer-producer groups (Gruppi d’acquisto solidali, @Pwv m:a
eco-anarchistic networks. Founded in 2012, GC coa.mma the ommomo.% u%

practicality of the current regime ogm mm regulations .ﬁg m:wSSM m
agriculture and hygienic food processing. As an emerging network, 1

unites small-scale independent growers who oppose .5@ mC-QM:Wm_
regulations of food certification, - considered to be &2@:. rm g m w

agribusiness interests. In 2013, T started to mo:w:z mzﬂoamcomsw H_ ese
developments in the peripheral memcs. ﬂ Umbria, an area wil % ong
history of rural activism which has traditionally Eﬁmﬁo&.:aﬁ osqwﬁnﬁ.ﬂm
who experiment with methods of advanced organic mm:nE.Eﬁ E_m wm
eco-anarchic and permaculture communes, as well as eco-villages re m_mn, :
to “bioregional”” or “deep ecology”-movements. Throughout mﬁg ﬂQﬁ as
recently succeeded to promote different types of mo..omzmq ?:.s.o:um wﬁw\
self-certifications” of “genuine” food products, direct Ems.wos:m. an

public demonstrations. From this perspective, the attempt .8 mcm_mﬂ,:mm
sustainability through standardized policy approaches remains ow.sﬁwio

and subverted by those who actually would be nx_uoo.ﬁwa to bene __ﬁ m.o_,m
such policies. In contrast to the ethical consumerism oﬁ_oom oo_
networks such as the Slow Food movement, this rapidly growing :.,m@on.ﬂ
acts provocatively in grey legal spaces. Why and how are some ,_.&Bw_.m
drawn into the activities of the network? irmﬁ. @oﬁzsm_ &wmm .ﬁ._m
movement have to cause the re-thinking of policies for sustainability

standards?

Sustainable Food Networks and Governance

Over the past decade, food studies :m<o. wE.m_me new n_ﬁmo:.oﬁ. _“?
growing body of research examines practices of resistance zmm_:& ._‘ o)
global agribusiness, including the emergence oﬁ _,onm: moma mo:i._fzu
(Counihan and Siniscalchi 2014; Lvkoe 2011; Nonini mo_mu.. > m_,os::r_
realm of ethnographic research highlights the array of farmers n:dow_mmw c._
resistance against certifications (Gladwin and Trueman _.om.P Papa 2 _v
Some authors have analysed the role of ethical food sn_,_s_,._s.m:n: as the
Slow Food movement in lifestyle changes Qtw:.o: 2013), c_.c:::r. Qa ﬁ_m_,.:_c
about important methodological issues in social H__z__:.:_x._:__..,x._c ‘._:_A_“Mr.
the understanding of community and networks (Parking and Craig mc. .._
Pink 2008), This body of research is also beginning (o ke i major
contribution to how global political issues are consldered through _A::._. in
contrast (o i more posttvist strand it considers enting and culture ny nn
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issue of research in itself. This is evident, for example, in The Oxford
Handbook of Food History (Pilcher 2012), which focuses on an
encyclopaedic approach attempting to list knowledge. A similar approach
of rather limited analytic depth can be found in the extensive writing on
specific foods in circumscribed local contexts (Munn 1992; Ohnuki-
Tierney 1994; Albala 2012). In addition, a body of anthropological
research has begun Lo investigate challenges and contestations to the food
system, treating them as struggles over global social justice (Counihan and
Van Hsterik 2013; Counihan and Siniscalchi 2014). However, the relation
between food and political dynamics is often considered as an assemblage
of localist practices (Nonini 2013: 267; Papa 2002), framed in terms of
ethical consumerism (Guthman 2013; Levkoe 2011) or individual agency
(Gladwin and Truman 1989; Wu and Cheung 2002). In other words, a
systematic understanding of practices of resistance against the standardization
policies in the realm of food production is still missing.

Although offering a welcome contribution to the existing literature on
local food chains, the bulk of the literature on local food networks often
celebrates ethical activism and individual agency, overshadowing more
political dynamics related to governance and food policies. Following
Bourdieu’s (2015) analysis of resistance as an instrument to understand the
evolution of contemporary governance, I attempt to investigate the issues
around sustainable and organic certifications as an analytical prism for the
positive and productive aspects of power (Foucault in: Dreyfus, Rabinow
and Foucault 1983: 209). In this sense, the rise of farmer’s activism that
attempts to re-invent food certifications in democratic and participatory
terms offers a catalyst for the understanding of changing social relations
within the evolution of contemporary governance. In a world where power
relations are hidden behind objective procedures of unquestionable
standardization, resistance and activism, food certification has become a
prism through which to understand power relations, “locate their position,
find out their points of applications and the methods used” (Foucault 1982:
209).

Ethnographic studies of government policies such as certification are
part of a broader shift of anthropological knowledge towards an interest in
the functioning of institutions in complex socicties (Marcus 1999; Fischer
1999; Rabinow 2008). In their seminal work on the anthropology of
poliey, Shore and Wright (1997) demonstrate how “policy” has become an
important instrument in the organisation of contemporary societies, This
interest has been developed in line with ethnographies of the ways in
which political power ix played out in specific contexts, o cornerstone of

political anthropology (Woll 2001; Paley 2001; Lewellen 2003)," Some




40 Chapter Three

studies of the anthropology of policy have also shifted w:w:ﬂwﬂw Mo Wmﬁ
policies are productive, performative and oo_:.om”nnw. QS,M__:E.. E_o %
2011). In other words, through this anthropological “eye . om.i oM SQ.SIM
in which policies are WB@_QW@E& allows one to examiné g

i cial relations and realities. .
:&m%%woco& of research can offer a new @Qmmmoc,\.m on the ﬁwumm MMNM
safety policies are implemented into the avﬂmeEm of owamﬂmﬁum .Eu\wo_w
governance. For example, in the so-called “horse-meat scan mm i 9,.
foods advertised as containing beel were found to contain un %MwﬂMmSmE
improperly declared horse meat - as much as 5& @Q.. Mu:ﬁ 0 o
content in some cases.® A first report by the Eo.c..vo of oB.Bo._M, i
Committee on Environment, Food and ﬁﬁm_ Affairs on %w EM n% ﬁ e
not critical of UK or Irish producers. O:G m?ﬂ.ﬁﬁav.% . the i
government call for an “independent” and “objective” investigation on

website of the Food Standards Authority.® The report oi:sm.m ro&m
ns in food production also leads to some curious, 1

instrumentalised relatio o Lk

ascinating issues. A ‘gtand-alone’ cold-store ﬁm.. &
MMMEM% will _omm subject to checks by the local ..nE%oEJ\. mco.ﬁ ooﬁ.m%o%mm
are assumed to be lower risk than Sm:c.mmn.e_._:m or processing ﬁ ﬁ:m -
inspection purposes, and so may be subject 1O Hmmwo@cwm.ﬁmm_wwmo %._ ms
Inspections that do take place also present practical M: icu _ﬁ N
attempting to detect fraud; they may be w::o:aowm. and are no !
fraud-aware. Both local authorities and mo-om:.oa @Eéﬁw%moﬁmﬁ M e
are generally more concerned with food hygienc and safety | m%o i
fraud. However, the report concludes, :mou..E:mSJ\. consumers 1n e
have access to perhaps the safest _qooa. in Ew @oﬂE. gEmH MQN m.E. :
advancements are being made to help munimise risks to the food € w ; 59
What might be true for “gafety,” in the m.ﬂ:oﬁ. sense of the ﬁmHBW.B._m e
be true for food quality and its m:mnE:w_o;_.Q.:ﬂrcm, by de _,H,::w_: ¢
reframing public concerns in terms of ,maoﬁ B,%mﬁ. EMS meiw:mv
policy committees shape the way _,ow:J.\ is perceive _EW <,\__Eo i
subjective political choices as rational and objective. In short, a

an anthropological perspective on policy lies m its m.z_u.—:&\ to cE.:wmw ro%.
policies create an apparently neutral world of meamng and are a “type

power and embodiment of instrumental reason” (Wedel, Shore, Feldman
and Lathop 2005: 37).
The Limits of Governing Sustainability

1ole . \ Watld ._.'
Alternative food exchange networks are widely associnted with ethic

' e feh are s | outalde the sphere of
consumerism', niche markets which are gltnated ¢ |

[ |
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dominant relations. At first glance, they seem to offer a solution to what
are perceived as the limits, dangers and damage of the industrial
agribusiness. However, as ethical niche markets, mainstream food
activism does not engage actively with structures of governance and
policy. The rather unique case of the emerging network “Clandestinely
Genuine” (Genuino Clandestino, in Italian) in Italy indicates a different
approach. The movement was originally created in 2010 as an ironic “anti-
logo” to commercialised organic food labels in organic markets in
Bologna. On one occasion, problems arose when not all independent
small-scale farmers who participated in the market could prove they
adhered to standards for official organic and hygienic certifications. The
farmers in question, however, claimed to adhere to higher standards than
the current labels for organic food and were forced to produce their
products “clandestinely”, in legally grey or informal spaces. The common
opinion understood that current hygienic standards and the complicated
and expensive rules for organic certifications intentionally favoured large
industrial producers. In a similar vein, the procedures to obtain organic
labels were considered incorrect due to the high fee that had to be paid to
third-party certifying bodies as a sufficient condition to obtain organic
labels. The broad consensus of this opinion transformed rapidly into a
campaign for the “grassroots-certification” practices of small farmers.

For members of the “Clandestinely Genuine” (CG) network,
participatory self-certification follows a set of rules and conventions that
are democratically and locally set in consumer-producer assemblies. For
example, they involve visits of consumers to farms or production units, the
drafting of documents that represent the product, and the final approval in
consumer-producer relations. As an open challenge to bureaucratic
regulations in 2014, CG expanded to a national and international network
present throughout central and northern Italy-with separate local markets,
food cooperatives and political events. In contrast to past forms of
individual forms of resistance or ethical activism, the innovative potential
of CG derives from its ability to drastically rethink the way we exchange
food, to re-appropriate the right to certify and to set quality standards.
Thus, CG engages actively with the power structures of governance rather
than eluding or silently subverting them. Importantly, the GC network also
distinguishes itself from elite-driven local food networks that target the
upper classes, a point frequently criticized by research into the subject
(Nonini 2013). Independent small-scale farmers who sell their products
can offer low prices since they skip intermediate steps. Interestingly, this
engagement can assume different political stances. In some regions, local
proups of CG intersect and overlap with other farmer-movements, such as

i
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the reformist movement “Small-scale Farmer’s >m..mn:::8:. (Agricoltura
Contadina, in Ttalian). This movement proposes a reformulation of m::.n:ﬁ
legislation in favour of local, small-scale productions Emw <m~o:mm. :wm
environment and create non-market relations. Rather than o_muamm.::o. :
activists believe that legislative reform could change power &:.&Eomﬂ in
their favour. However, CG activists are more sceptical m:m._ Uw:m,ﬁ that the
interests of the agribusiness lobby, or generally of capitalist structures,
would prevent such a reformist approach. tekil g

In my fieldwork, I have chosen to work with Eﬁ:oﬂ g.&o _:ﬁ in the
mountains and hills of Umbria in Central ltaly, because this is a region that
traditionally has attracted alternative farming nxuwanEm. Its remote
hillsides and valleys have long been considered as ideal places for
alternative farming by activists of Eco and 855::& movements. Here,
the idea of “participatory self-certifications” spread in 2012-13 from m:n
more organised branches of the network in 2.259.: Italy, such as mE_:.m
Romagna. In Umbria, the first small-scale Eﬂﬂuw:agﬁ food producers
who took up the ideas of “Clandestinely Genuine” .rm<o been Eomm. s&o
are part of movements of urban citizens who moved into Em oo::ﬁQEnﬁ in
order to become self-sufficient alternative farmers in the eighties.
However, some of these are afraid to join the movement .m:o.ﬂo %m
provocative legal challenges. They prefer not to vmn.wo.wwmﬁm in :Em.mm_:
activities and to risk the confiscation of their self-certified, “clandestine
cheese or bread. These experiences illustrate the role of wﬁrzomamﬁw% as an
instrument to unearth unexpected elements or, as William um:.ﬁw. is quoted
as stating in Willis and Trondman’s (2010: 395) .i_nxcnm&o for
Ethnography, “experience, as we know, has ways of Uo:_:m.o,\.mb and
making us correct our present formulas™ Hso. richness, mﬂ.&._mEQ and
even contradictory nature of social reality constitutes a heuristic resource
to understand what is at stake. In a wider sense, this form o_.w H_@_m:ozm_
thinking as a scientific practice is also oo::mﬂ. to Pierre szaﬁﬂm (1990,
1991) sociology and theory of practice, which constantly criticises the
“realism” or “substantialism” of knowledge and calls for an attempt to go
beyond ordinary, first-hand experiences.

Tony

In this methodological attempt to follow relations Eoc_&.mcz,\._z_? .E:E_.
than studying activism in itself and to transcend the ,.,_J(_:.,.é experiences
of mobilization- a certain complex “ambiguity” ol :.,.__<___._:: emerges
towards the political goals of the national GC :m._i:___r here 18, for
instance, Tony.” His story exemplifies the shifting and sometimes

o4
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contradictory aspects of political engagements considered within GC’s
wider web of social relations. Tony is a man who made the most of his
wealth in the eighties- in the city of Perugia, running a popular pub with
three terraces, as he proudly notes. When the profits decreased and he
became more inclined towards a more relaxed life, he bought an
abandoned farm in the mountains. On his Facebook page, he calls this
“Free Collelumesco”, an allusion to a semi-independent entity in which
state authority has little space. One of his preferred products is a wine
called “Red Clandestine,” which he sells at markets and political events.
With his wife, he also bakes traditional cakes (crostate), with organic
wheat and marmalade provided by their neighbours. On his Facebook
page, he uploads regular pictures taken during the production of his
products. At markets and festivals, he likes to celebrate, talk and dance-
despite his age. In interviews, he demonstrates attachment to the idea of a
“market place,” conceived as a place of social exchange beyond profit and
instrumental relations.

In GC markets, ordinary consumers are considered as co-producers
who are invited to participate in the production process, and to share food,
knowledge and some local products. Tony’s talkative, even festive
approach to the markets remains at the forefront here. “Participating in
markets”, he claims, “gives me a sense of my work”. However, things are
not always so peaceful. At one of the markets that I attended regularly,
producers and co-producers would share their lunch — and Tony
contributed with his wine. On one occasion, towards the end of the lunch,
conversation turned to one participant who had temporary financial
difficulties and some participants considered possibilities to help him out,
cither with money or labour. When someone mentioned that the yedr prior,
Tony was helped out after some difficulties, a discussion started on
whether this was a similar or a different situation. Tony became
increasingly angry at this and he interrupted the discussion vehemently.
This event illustrates the role of deep personal involvement in this space-
far beyond instrumentalised market-relations. It also indicates the complex
role of such political engagements, which shift between material
constraints, solidarity and the wider political goals of CG.

Angela

Another enlightening example of the centrality of human relations over
profit from my ethnographic research is provided by the story of Angela.
When she lost her job two years ago, she recovered the uncultivated land
belonging (o her father up o the mo 15, about a twoshour drive from
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her home. From her savings, she bought a used tractor and mo.ﬁo
equipment and started producing wheat and lentils .mﬁ.a some mrmmt :,::A..
In the first year, she invested a great effort in obtaining mm_,.:wnm:osm for
her products. She paid 1600 Euros per year just for permission to mn:.rma
lentils, and had to take them to an officially recognised cleaning facility
situated a three-hour drive away from her fields. During the mmo.osa year
she met with other farmers and started to sell her milk to a friend who
made cheese without official certification. At markets, >:mw._m can be
found selling both her legal lentils and the clandestine &.ﬁwmm. ::sm:u:_ she
participated in the local Slow Food Presidia meetings, d_..: H.mBmEma
disappointed by the rules of the presidia. For mxmB@_P. the price of lentils
was fixed at 4.50 Euro and she found it more convenient to sell them at
3.50. She says, “I like to be honest and why should T earn more than I
need. At Slow Food they told me I was thinking like a consumer m.su not a
business person”. As these words show, Angela is @:.Em_ to think as a
“consumer” and focus less on profits. In an almost Zen-like mEE.&P Bﬁd\
activists seem to succeed in overcoming many constraints of profit-making
through engaging in non-market relations- rather than at a Sﬁm mﬁm.mm,.,
allowing (indirectly) higher profits. In the case of Angela, her “socia
approach to selling lentils widened her range .o_q. consumers and
strengthened their trust in her and her products. What is H.:.ﬁmamcnm in Uoﬁ.:
cases is the emphasis on social relations and the opposition (o economic
logics in the statements of both small-scale farmers, E.n omo who does 1t 1n
order to make a living and the one who sells his wine 1n order to keep
abreast with friends. Exchange of food is qmzmmo_...:ma._sﬁo a way of
developing human relationships, based on trust and creativity.

“Spheres of Resonance”

Despite several ambiguities, the value of these ::ob-E.EWQ: _d_ma.o:m, _:.
both the experiences of Tony and Angela, are at the basis of dynamics that
establish new forms of “trust” between producers and consumers (often re-
labelled as co-producers within CG circuits). This onsmﬂm on trust and
the recovery of social relations is evident in the o_.mm:_wm:w:a structures
of CG assemblies, markets and meetings. At Clandestinely .Qo_::.:c
markets, producers are keen to spend a .ﬁ:.?.wmm:m_v_ _c:m:d\ time E:__d
buyers, explaining the processes of production and making __._m::_?
Moreover, relations are organized horizontally= rather than in a
hierarchical manner- as in the procedures of certification through S:c_.::._
five experts, Within the GO network, partieipatory  self
catlon works not on the basis of objective guldelines or struetured
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descriptions, but rather relationally. What you find is a list of voices of
people. For example, in a document published on a blog focusing on how
these certifications work, Laura says, “To propose meetings and
workshops at the farm, this might be one of the ideas on how to create
contacts”. In another significant passage, Carlo says, “The path of
participatory self-certification leads mainly to a human relationship, a
relationship of trust: it represents a welcome to the community of
consumption, from the moment you begin to share the day, the week, the
year: to be born forces a relationship of mutual trust”.

These rather short extracts aim to demonstrate the innovative attempts
of CG to recover horizontal and trustful social relations in food chains,
thereby opening up the possibility to rethink food governance in
unexpected ways. The concept of “spheres of resonance,” as developed in
the work of Hartmut Rosa (2012), offers a possibility to better understand
the emphasis on personal relations in CG’s approach to sustainability.
Inspired by the interest of the Frankfurt School in understanding alienation
in contemporary capitalism, Rosa examines how the increased sense of
alienation in contemporary societies derives from the need of finance
capitalism to economize, accelerate, measure and standardize human
relations.!” In this line of argumentation, the proliferation of these
instrumental relations also de-politicizes issues of public concern,
ultimately threating democracy. Rosa contrasts these instrumentalised
relations as a means of governance with humanistic “relations of
resonance”, inspired by Charles Taylor (1994), which are based on
experiences of fullness, similar to the experience of a good song, a prayer
or a dance. In other words, social acceleration leads directly to a loss of
“resonance” in human relations. For example, listening to a delightful
song, our heart and soul is touched in a way that resonates with the piece.
In other words, the song “resonates” throughout our body and spirit in an
emotional experience that is based on trust. As subjects, we feel a sense of
being in the world through such relations of resonance. This type of
relation is for Rosa a, “relation of resonance,” in contrast to empty, causal,
and instrumentalised relations, as in the case of filling out a form, the
completion of so-called To-Do-Lists (before we actually start to do what
we want), and so on. In industrialized agribusiness, the exchange of food
remains organized over such instrumentalised relations, not only in
supermarkets. The process of food production itself is also increasingly
ed not through relations of resonance and trust, but on formalized
and automated processes of ce ion and standardization. Farmers do
now who consume their products, but experience depersonalized
s towards big (ntermedinte traders, By contrast, the motivations of
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people like Tony or Angela to engage in the alternative networks of
Clandestinely Genuine are motivated through various practices and
experiments (o recover the direct personal relations of trust between
consumers and producers.

Conclusion

In The Castle, Kafka’s figure K remains ambivalent. K never succeeds in
his struggle to reach out to meet the aristocratic elite of the castle. Kafka
did not finish the book and as such, we cannot ever know the ultimate fate
of K. This book remains a fragment. It might well be said that the
invisibility of the aristocratic elite in Kafka can be seen as a precursor of
the contemporary reconfiguration of social relations, as evident in the
establishment of authority through objective certifications. The limits of
these relations are demonstrated forcefully in the experiences of people
like Tony and Angela- who challenge the right to certify. As a novel form
of re-appropriation of the “right to certify”, the practices of activists and
independent small-scale farmers who engage with the Genuinely
Clandestine network have broader and more profound political
implications than well-known ethical consumer activism. The attempts of
this network to rethink instrumentalised relations as enacted in de-
personalized food certification cannot be explained in terms of ethical
consumerism or the emergence of new and specialized niche markets. By
contrast, the Clandestinely Genuine network has the ability to penetrate
and challenge a cornerstone of contemporary power- it constitutes a
broader model that can be used to rethink the kernel of the articulation of
contemporary power, certification and standardization.

Thus, the “ethnographic eye” offers a critique of the way in which
mainstream policies of sustainability are implemented. Emerging and
experimental forms of activism such as the CG network point (0 the starus
nascendi of forms of mobilization that cannot be confined or contained in
institutional definitions of governance of sustainability. Unnamed figures
make their appearance beyond the expectations of instrumentalised
practices of governance. According to Engin Isin, “it is unidentified ...not
because it is invisible, but because we have not recognized it. It 18
inarticulable” (Isin 2009: 367). These unnamed and experimental forms
remind us of the subversive beginnings of organic agriculture itself. In

sum, an anthropology of sustainability rooted in the ethnographic praxis of

uncovering emerging figures of mobilization might destabilise the
certainty of some policies of sustainability, but reveal those yet unname
dynamics that are often al the forefront of new development,
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