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Adopted in 2015, the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) call
for major transformations in agriculture and food systems in order to end hunger,
achieve food security and improve nutrition by 2030. To realize the SDGs, the
global food system needs to be reshaped to be more productive, more inclusive
of poor and marginalized populations, environmentally sustainable and resilient,
and able to deliver healthy and nutritious diets to all. These are complex and
systemic challenges that require the combination of interconnected actions at the
local, national, regional and global levels.

Participatory Guarantee Systems (PGSs) provide the opportunity to reconcile
some of these different understanding and to foster multi-actor and cross-
disciplinary collaboration. PGSs are defined as locally focused quality assurance
systems that certify producers based on active participation of stakeholders and
are built on a foundation of trust, social networks and knowledge exchange’
(IFOAM, 2008), meaning that in this systems farmers, consumers, small
entrepreneurs, rural advisors, local authorities or other relevant stakeholders
come together to make decisions, visit farms, support each other and decide
which farmers can be awarded the certificate. Avoiding the cost of third-party
certification and relying on peer-review, PGS are a low-cost quality assurance
system that are inclusive for poor farmers and that foster farmers’ autonomy and
self-reflection. In this sense, PGSs can be seen as tools that catalyze the systemic
change and commitments referred to by the SDGs.

PGS serve thousands of small-scale organic farmers and their consumers around
the world and are a growing phenomenon both in developed and developing
countries.

All staff are welcome to attend.
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